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MEMORANDUM

TO: 

LOCALITIES AND PUBLIC SERVICE AUTHORITIES

FROM:
DAVID A. BARRETT, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

DATE:

JULY 25, 2006

RE:

SOUTHWEST VIRGINIA WATER/WASTE WATER GRANT FUNDING

The Southwest Virginia Regional Water and Waste Water Construction Grant Fund program was funded by the General Assembly for the next biennium.  Planning District Commissions 1, 2, and 3 will receive $800,000 for each of the two years in the biennium budget for grant competition within the Planning District Commissions.  The General Assembly authorized a total or $4.8 million for the biennium.  The Department of Housing and Community Development will administer the program with the PDC’s.  The PDC’s met with the DHCD staff yesterday and discussed how the program will work this year.  The DHCD will use the same process we used last year to take applications and each PDC Board will award these funds to the successful applicants.  An Individual Program Agreement will be signed after the PDC Board makes an award to the grant applicant.  Like last year, the projects that you submit must be ready to go and have a Notice to Proceed issued by June 1, 2007 and the locality or PSA must match the PDC’s funds at least 50% or dollar per dollar.  Projects selected last year were matched at a higher rate than a dollar per dollar.   
Enclosed is an application form on which your projects shall be submitted.  The Mount Rogers Planning District Commission must receive your applications no later than September 30, 2006.  The Executive Committee will make the award of the SWVRW/WWCF at their October 5, 2006 meeting.  DHCD has requested the PDC’s project lists by October 15, 2006.  The DHCD will issue a Letter of Agreement to the PDC’s along with the Special Conditions for the FY 2007 competition.  If projects are not able to receive a Notice to Proceed by June 1, 2007, their funding will be subject to a pool from which other PDC’s can receive funding on a first come first served basis.  We do not want any funds from our allocation for 2007 to be pooled.  This year the Mount Rogers Planning District Commission had $295,270 of funds pooled because two projects did not receive a Notice to Proceed by June 1, 2006.  This was the least amount pooled out of the three PDC’s in FY 2006.  The reason we had less pooled than the other two PDC’s was because your projects met the Special Condition and were the most ready to go.  I am confident that the two projects that had their SWVRW/WWCF funds pooled will be successful in receiving their funds.  The pooling system is an unpopular method of management with the PDC’s however we have not been able to get it changed.  

Please contact me or Mark Curry at (800) 628-4583 or dabarrett@mrpdc.org and mcurry@mrpdc.org with questions about this year’s program.        
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